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him my thanks, and owned the obligations I had to my Lord Halifax for doing me so great an honour. I assured him that if it was my good fortune to be received into his Majesty's service by his kindness, or otherwise, I would perform it with all the faithfulness that could be; but that this would cost him a double trouble: first to find the employment, and then to gain it for me. He promised to use his endeavours for both.
January 24. I heard one Maddox, whom. I made postmaster at Doncaster some time before, was then murdered by my Lord Eglinton, a Scotch lord, that had rim him through the body, upon a quarrel at play, as he was sitting in a chair. I went and desired my Lord Feversham to beg his estate of the King for him. and rne, if it proved forfeited, which his Majesty readily granted, but he afterwards obtained his pardon both for life and estate.
January 25. I obtained the postmaster's place for. Jack Maddox, his younger brother, who was quartermaster of my militia troop.
January 26. As I went with the Duke of Newcastle to visit the Duke of Aibemarle,~he said that he thought my Lord Halifax had done wisely to withdraw himself, for this would abate the odium conceived against him by Lord Shaftesbury and his party, when they saw the same measures pursued when he was not in councils; and that he had given him advice to do so. I confess 1 had advised him to stay; for if he went off not dissatisfied, but returned again to Court, the world would say that his counsels were followed though he was absent; and so he might bear the blame for counsels that were not his own.
The discourse being now warm for a new Parliament, I asked the King if he would have me to stand to be a member of it.
I showed his Majesty a letter at the same time from Mr. Tankard, whereby he promised his assistance at